The customs that make up In the latter instance, the man who accidentally kills his neighbor may flee for safety from the revenge-seeking family to one of six cities of refuge, which are spaced
H ospitality in the Near East, in both ancient and i. more modem times, followed a set pattern of ritual fulfillment of obligation and expectation. The concept of hosting originated in the need for aid when away from home. Reciprocal actions and expectations grow out of this need allowing the stranger to be welcomed into an encampment, village, or town. This stranger was given new status as a guest, thereby removing the hostile overtones associated with the different and the unfamiliar.
However, if at any point the pattern of ritual which governed the relationship between the host and guest were violated, by either party, then overt hostility could occur. The protection and comfort to which the guest was entitled and which the host was obligated to give were no longer required. Violence could be the result, just as if the stranger had become an enemy endangering the host's household or the host had attacked his guest and the latter must strike back to protect himself. This paper will examine the ritual of hospitality as it is portrayed in Judges 4. Special attention will be given to the social context of this ritual behavior and to the pos- and in the concept of &dquo;refuge cities&dquo; . The first of these texts describes the obligation laid on the city nearest to the site of an unsolved death. The elders are required to &dquo;measure the distance to the cities which are around him that is slain&dquo; (v. 2) and then the elders of the nearest city are required to engage in a ritual and give testimony which will absolve them of guilt with regard to this crime. The killing of a heifer by the Levites also atones for the blood shed in this case.
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